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WHAT IS GOOGLE 

SCHOLAR? 



GOOGLE SCHOLAR:  

  Is a search engine that searches for scholarly literature 

 Can search across many disciplines 

 Searches for articles, theses, books, abstracts, court opinions 

from: 

 Academic publishers, professional societies, online repositories, 

universities and other web sites 

 Not all articles will have free full text 

 Some articles are linked to library resources if you work on 

campus 

 Future wish list: to have all our library resources linked to 

Google Scholar on- and off campus, if we can overcome 

consortium and budget restrictions 

 At the moment if not linked to full text, check in Library 

Catalogue for print or electronic copy 

 



WHERE DO I FIND 

GOOGLE SCHOLAR? 
 

 



 

LIBRARY PORTAL 



LIBRARY PORTAL 

LIBRARY PORTAL 

Click on Library icon on 

student portal 



GOOGLE SCHOLAR’S WEBSITE 

ADDRESS:  http://scholar.google.co.za/ 



PREFERENCES 



HOW TO SET YOUR 

PREFERENCES? 





BASIC SEARCH 



 Google Scholar’s homepage is its basic 

search.  

 This is a single search box, just like normal 

Google.  

 It is a simpler format, but it will give you 

access to the same resources as the 

advanced search. 

 

 

Google Scholar Basic Search 



 Put the paper’s title in quotations 

 Example: “A history of the China sea” 

 Google Scholar will automatically find 

the paper as well as other papers 

which mention it 

TITLE SEARCH 



 Decide on the main concepts (keywords) of your 

topic 

 Avoid words that are vague or have multiple meanings 

 Also think of:   

 Synonyms 

 Alternative spellings 

 Abbreviations / Acronyms 

 Broader or narrower meanings of your original keywords 

 You may lose lots of useful information if you do not 

search for the alternative terms of your keywords 

 

 

 

Keyword Search 



 Type in all the keywords that must be present in 

your search results 

 For example: You want to see if chocolate makes 

people happier. 

 Keywords:  happiness chocolate (Google Scholar 

automatically puts AND between keywords) 

 

 

Combining Keywords 



 You can use phrases as keywords 

 You indicate it by surrounding the phrase by 

quotation marks “ “ 

 Use phrases when you want to search for 
particular words in a particular order  

“South Africa”  

“outcomes based education” 

“curriculum integration” 

 You can also use more than one phrase, e.g. 

 

 

Phrases as keywords 



 If your keyword has a synonym or alternative 

term, how do you indicate this to Google 

Scholar? 

 By putting | (vertical bar) between the keyword 

and its alternative terms 

 Example: Discuss the therapy for tuberculosis 

 = therapy|therapies|medicine|medicines|treatment tuberculosis 

 

 

Alternative Keywords 



 Some times you want to exclude a keyword 

from your search results 

 For example you want to search for viruses, 

but not computer viruses 

 viruses -computer 

Excluding keywords 



ADVANCED SEARCH 



You want to search for your keyword in the 

title of the article and not just in the article’s 

text 

You are looking for a specific article or 

publication 

You are looking for work by a specific author 

You want to limit your search by date 

 

Use the Advance Search when: 



Example of Advanced Search 



 

 

 

 Only use search boxes relevant to your keywords 

 With all the words = all the keywords must be 
present in the search results, e.g. happiness chocolate 

 Exact phrase, e.g.  South Africa  

 With at least one of the words = use this if you want 
to search for alternative terms for a keyword, e.g. tutorial 
tutorials guide guides 

 Without the words = these keyword(s) must be 
excluded from search results 

 Where my word occur = choose from anywhere in 
the article or in the title of the article 

 

Entering keywords in search boxes 



Restricting keyword(s) to specific 

author, publication or date 

A publication-restricted search 

only returns results with specific 

keyword(s) from a specific 

publication 

If you know the author of 

the paper you are looking 

for, you can specify this 

with your keywords 

Date-Restricted searches can be 

effective when you  are looking for the 

latest developments in a given area. 



Select:   All or Specific Subject Areas 

Particularly useful if you want to eliminate articles in other 

subjects where the same word is used with a totally different 

meaning, e.g.  AIDS in the work place.  



Legal Articles options 



SEARCH RESULTS 



Example 



Specify types of articles 



Specify the date 



Specify citations/summaries 



Citations: We can examine  the article’s influence by looking at 

citations to it 

•It is likely to list resources that pick up where the original resource 

left off, either by continuing its studies or updating its findings. 

 

•When something has been cited a lot, it can mean that the resource 

was foundational, revolutionary, or controversial.  

 

•Remember that more recent works are less likely to have been cited 

a lot simply because there hasn’t been time for new research to 

emerge.  

 



Other options 



CREATING E-MAIL ALERTS 



Creating e-mail alerts 

Click on this icon.  This option will 

enable Google Scholar  to send e-

mail alerts when new articles that 

match your keywords are added 

to Google Scholar. 



This page displays your original 

search query,  a box into which 

you can enter the e-mail address 

to which you want the Alert sent 

and a button to create the alert.  

"Sample Results" 

showing what content 

would be included in 

the Alert. 

You can click the "Update 

Results" button to generate 

a new "Sample Results" list if 

you have altered your 

original query.  



Alert for articles citing a particular paper 

1. First find this paper in Google Scholar 

2. Then click on the “Cited by” link below the search 

results  

3. Click on the envelope icon 

4. Create an alert 



FINDING THE FULL TEXT OF 

THE RESOURCE 



If the full-text of the resource is 

available freely online,  Google Scholar 

will give you the link. 



 

Google Scholar also locates an electronic version of the 

work through our affiliated  library resources       

 

Using Google Scholar on campus 

allows access to certain electronic 

databases that NMMU Library 

subscribes to 

 



WHEN FULL-TEXT ACCESS IS 

NOT AVAILABLE ON GOOGLE 

SCHOLAR 



 Google Scholar tries to help you research by giving you citations 

even when the full-text is not  available.  

  The library could own a copy of the journal in print, or have an 

electronic copy that’s not linked to Google Scholar 

 Write down and keep all necessary citation information for the 

resource you’re interested in.  

 For example:  VIEWPOINTS, GENETICS, AND FREE LUNCH. 

By: Morrison, Michael L.. Journal of Wildlife Management, 

Oct2005, Vol. 69 Issue 4, p1313-1314, 2p;  

 Then  consult the library catalogue on the library portal or web 

site. 

When Full-text access is not available 

on Google Scholar 

http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bZMr6yxTrSk63nn5Kx95uXxjL6trUq0pbBIr6aeTrimt1KzrZ5Zy5zyit%2fk8Xnh6ueH7N%2fiVauntUuyqrZQr6%2b1PurX7H%2b72%2bw%2b4ti7ebfepIzf3btZzJzfhruorlC3r7ZMr5zkh%2fDj34y73POE6urjkPIA&hid=7
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bZMr6yxTrSk63nn5Kx95uXxjL6trUq0pbBIr6aeTrimt1KzrZ5Zy5zyit%2fk8Xnh6ueH7N%2fiVauntUuyqrZQr6%2b1PurX7H%2b72%2bw%2b4ti7ebfepIzf3btZzJzfhruorlC3r7ZMr5zkh%2fDj34y73POE6urjkPIA&hid=7
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bZMr6yxTrSk63nn5Kx95uXxjL6trUq0pbBIr6aeTrimt1KzrZ5Zy5zyit%2fk8Xnh6ueH7N%2fiVauntUuyqrZQr6%2b1PurX7H%2b72%2bw%2b4ti7ebfepIzf3btZzJzfhruorlC3r7ZMr5zkh%2fDj34y73POE6urjkPIA&hid=7
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bZMr6yxTrSk63nn5Kx95uXxjL6trUq0pbBIr6aeTrimt1KzrZ5Zy5zyit%2fk8Xnh6ueH7N%2fiVauntUuyqrZQr6%2b1PurX7H%2b72%2bw%2b4ti7ebfepIzf3btZzJzfhruorlC3r7ZMr5zkh%2fDj34y73POE6urjkPIA&hid=7


Open Library Catalogue 

LIBRARY PORTAL 



Consult Library Catalogue for  

non-full text articles: 

Click on Journal title 



 

Type in the title in the search box.  If 

you do not find results also do a 

Keyword search. 



 

Some volumes of 

this journal is 

available in print in 

the library. 

Some volumes are 

also electronically 

available by clicking 

on the link. 



 

Electronic copy of  
The Journal of Wildlife Management 

Check here to access 

2005, vol. 69 



Click here to go to 

issue no. 4  



Click here for the pdf full 

text article 



PDF FULL TEXT ARTICLE 



 

Thank You 


